Following Jesus –as disciples


 7 Disciples handle money with gratitude
To read during the week

· 1 Timothy 6:3 -19.
· 1 Corinthians 11: 20-27. We wouldn’t let someone in our congregation go hungry. But what about brothers and sisters in Christ in Sudan, etc?
· Luke 12: 13-21.  The story of the West over the last 50 years has been a constant rise in our standard of living.  A lot of this has been built on personal debt, government debt, corporate debt, all facilitated by the banks.  What has been our part in this story?

·  Matthew 25: 31-46.   ‘All of us need to hear again this solemn warning of Jesus, and resolve afresh to serve him in the deprived.  We therefore call on our fellow Christians everywhere to do the same.’  J Stott Radical Discipleship
· Deuteronomy 10: 14-22.  God upholds the cause of the orphans, aliens, the poor.  How can we work with God in doing this? For more go to www.lausanne.org/en/documents/ctcommitment.html#p1-7  C
For small group discussion

Icebreaker 5 minutes
Most of us are influenced by ethical considerations in some of the things we buy. In groups of 3 or 4 share some of the choices you make and what you are hoping to achieve by buying these products.
Please read 1 Timothy 6:6 – 10. How do you feel about the idea that we ‘can take nothing out of the world’?

It’s not only the rich who can be lovers of money. The poor can see that money is the way to happiness and be envious of those who have more.

Please read 1 Timothy 6:17 – 19. How are you using your time and money to be ‘rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.’
Discuss as a group how you can continue to pray and to fundraise for the charity that your group supports

Christmas gifts

	84% said that an expensive gift would not mean more to them, with 95% claiming they’d prefer a gift that is thoughtful, regardless of cost.
	
	66% often spend more on a gift than they had hoped to, with a shocking 42%admitting they often spend more than they can afford.


How can we encourage one another to live out better the call to handle money wisely over Christmas? [image: image1.png]



Thankful and content

















God the generous giver

















Generous towards others











Becoming more Christlike


